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	Why study Music? Music touches our lives constantly, whether in shops, the car, watching films, TV, listening to CDs, iPods, MP3s or whatever else; there is almost no escape! Understanding how and why music works can be a lot of fun as well as hard work. Quite simply, there are very few academic subjects which require a high level of practical talent, in addition subject knowledge and the literacy and numeracy required to succeed.  The College follows the OCR specification for both AS and Advanced level Music.  Over the past 11 years our pass rate remains at almost 100% and every year the vast majority of students gain higher grades.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:

Structure of the Course:

Methods of Assessment:
	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (to include English language and Music) and not less than a D in Maths. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration. It is possible to study the AS and A2 Advanced Level courses without having entered GCSE Music but such students should have passed Associated Board Grade 5 Theory and must be confident performers on either piano/guitar or a mainstream orchestral/brass band instrument.

There are six modules, or units of assessment, which go to make the full qualification of an A level in Music at the end of two years study. However, the first three units, Performing, Composing and Historical Study, each account for one third of the AS level qualification at the end of the first year.

The Areas of Study are as follows;

· Performance 

· Western Tonal Harmony/Arranging/Composition

· Set Works (3 Orchestral & 3 Jazz) 

· Performance Investigation Essay/Extended Recital

· Composition/Song-setting

· Western Musical History

There are three units which go towards the AS qualification at the end of the first year and a further three units which complete the six necessary to gain an A level in Music at the end of the second year. Each unit is worth 33% at the end of the first year and these marks are then halved the following year to accommodate all six units having an equal weighting of just over 16% for the A Level qualification to be successfully achieved.


	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All students who have studied Music at the College comment on the enthusiasm, enjoyment and quality they have experienced throughout the course.  Almost all Music students progress to university or Music Conservatoire, with approximately 70% entering undergraduate courses specialising in Music.  Careers in performing, teaching, music publishing, music journalism and media, music technology and research all require a good standard of specialist qualification, expertise and experience which can be considerably assisted by achieving high grades at both AS and Advanced Level.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Studying Music at A level is highly regarded by universities as Music is a subject which requires and develops many skills, both personal and interpersonal, in addition to requiring high levels of self discipline and self motivation.  Success in OCR AS/A2 Music depends greatly upon private practice, dedication and a desire to succeed. Only those students who are dedicated achieve the highest grade in this subject.
	
	








