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	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Do you want to study an exciting Religious Studies course where you will consider modern ethical dilemmas e.g. abortion, euthanasia and discuss whether such practices are correct?  You can also either debate the big questions of life; is there a God? or is there an afterlife? or you can study the religion of Islam and its place in today’s world.  Your studies will lead to an AS or an A2 with the OCR Exam Board.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  
	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (to include English language) and not less than a D in Maths. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration It is not necessary to have studied Religious Studies at GCSE level.  There are 4 units to the course, 2 units of which are delivered as AS in Year 1 and a further 2 units delivered as A2 in Year 2.
	
	

	Structure of the Course: 


	Town centre and Farnworth Campus 

AS Ethics and Philosophy

Philosophy:

You will discuss the nature of God and arguments for and against God’s existence.
Ethics: 

You will learn about ethical theories and how they are applied to medical ethics such as euthanasia, genetic engineering and issues of war and peace.

A2 Ethics and Philosophy

Philosophy The Nature of God:

You will learn about different aspects of religious experience (e.g. miracles) as well as debate issues of life after death.
Ethics:

You will learn about free will and determinism and discuss what is conscience? You will consider environmental ethics, business ethics and sexual ethics.

	Town centre Campus only
AS Ethics and Islam
Ethics: 

You will learn about ethical theories and how they are applied to Medical issues such as Doctors, euthanasia, genetic engineering and issues of war and peace
Islam:
You will study the foundations of Islam: The Qur’an as the source of revelation, The 5 Pillars, Jihad, the importance of the Ummah (the Muslim Community) and beliefs about God.
A2 Ethics and Islam
Ethics:

You will learn about free will and determinism, what is conscience? And environmental, business and sexual ethics.
Islam:

You will discuss what Muslims believe: the essential articles of faith, the development of Islam including its early history and the split between Sunni and the Shia Muslims.
	
	

	Methods of Assessment:  


	Assessment is by examination only.  This is a modular course - two modules are taken in Year 1, examined by two exams in June. These modules can be retaken if necessary. There are also two modules in Year 2 examined by two exams in June. 

Course tutors adopt a student-centred approach to teaching, employing a variety of teaching styles and methods.   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Religious Studies A Level is valued by employers and Higher Educational establishments. For those students wishing to pursue careers or courses leading to work in the Social Sciences, Law, Theology, Psychology, Nursing, Midwifery, Teaching and the Police Force, it is a versatile A Level subject which complements a very wide range of other subjects.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Courses like these in the past have achieved extremely high pass rates, above the national averages with a high proportion of students progressing into Higher Education. Last years’ pass rate was 100%. Students enjoy discussing and debating. Past students have said: - “everything was new to me, making it even more interesting”.
	
	








