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	Introduction

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Do you want a career with huge variety working as a highly regarded, well paid professional? Whilst being numerate is important, Accounting is not Maths!  

Accounting is a unique and diverse subject. Its academic and practical aspects will equip you to gain a critical understanding of the way in which financial information is used, and misused! After an initial grounding in book- keeping, you will explore the different branches within the accountancy profession as a ‘Financial Accountant’, compiling and analysing the accounts of Limited Companies and manufacturing businesses as well as facing the dilemmas of a ‘Management Accountant’ when using financial data to plan ahead and to help make informed strategic business decisions.  Will a firm break-even?  Should all decisions be based on maximising profits?  How are accounts legally ‘window-dressed’ to present the firm in a desirable way? Should accountants consider the ethical impact of their actions?  Which non-financial issues affect the decisions made by accountants?

All the Accounting teaching staff have worked in accounting and finance professions prior to their teaching career and several are also Assistant Examiners helping students apply their subject knowledge and exam technique. Having enjoyed the subject at AS most students continue into the second A2 year.  AS Accounting complements most subjects well; many students combine Accounting with Economics or Business Studies, finding that they provide a good basis for a university application in one of these career areas.


	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  

Methods of Assessment:


	No previous Accounting knowledge is assumed. You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above, one of which must include Mathematics. Grade C in English is also highly desirable, as examination questions require the use of extended written answers to evaluate financial information; acknowledging that financial information is a tool to assist with decision-making. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration.

The College teaches the AQA AS Accounting specification.  The opportunity exists for most students to take the first AS unit in January of their first year allowing them time to focus on the remaining unit in the summer.  

There is no coursework and each of the 2 units AS and 2 A2 units are assessed by a written exam, where numerical calculations, the construction and interpretation of financial statements is accompanied by a written analysis of the findings, with some questions requiring you to make decisions, advising firms on the best action to take. 

Units studied over the two years include:

· Accounting Systems

· Financial Accounting

· Management Accounting 

· Company Accounts
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	As well as progressing onto an Accounting or Finance university course, success in A Level Accounting will lead you onto a variety of related Business or Economics degrees. It will also appeal to those who want to embark on a financial career as a Chartered, Cost or Management Accountant and/or as an Accounting Technician at the age of 18. Many of our students are successful in gaining employment and training with accounting firms which can lead to full professional status and further lucrative career opportunities.  


	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bolton Sixth Form College is one of the few colleges to offer Accounting at AS and A2 level and has a strong A Level pass rate.  You will benefit from a range of industrial visits see how the theory works in practice. Past visits have included meeting with the Finance Director of Manchester International Airport to research and investigate the issues that affected the multi-million pound decision to build a new runway and their Terminal Two extension.  The College has excellent links with the Accounting Trainee Programme at Price Waterhouse Cooper, where students have benefited from Management Shadowing opportunities and their undergraduate gap year programme.  Strong links with local accountants also exist, where work experience opportunities have been an integral feature of the course, via our enrichment programme.
	
	








