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	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The study of Biology as a science opens up the opportunity to live a thousand lifestyles.  Do you want to wear wellies, work outside and be the next David Attenborough?  Or would you rather wear a white coat, work in a laboratory and figure out who’s done it?  Do you want to work alone or in a large group?  Biology can lead to any of these combinations.  Whilst studying Biology you will also develop skills similar to those required of a professional in any other field i.e. time management, research, presenting, summarising facts and being able to defend your work under scrutiny.  You will need an inquiring mind and must not be afraid to ask questions or disagree with accepted wisdom.  These skills are second nature to any scientist.  Research into cures for genetic disorders, microbial diseases, cancers and development of new vaccines raise ethical debates in parliament and the press.

Study of Biology at the College is serviced by well equipped laboratories.  There is provision of frequent practical work to enhance teaching and to experience some of the techniques associated with biotechnological advances.  The department has well qualified and experienced teaching staff and laboratory technicians who prepare students successfully for the AS and A2 qualifications.  The course offers opportunities for fieldwork and attendance at student conferences.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  

Methods of Assessment:


	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE grades C or above to (include English Language) and at least a GCSE grade B in either Mathematics, Additional Science or Biology. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration. 

AS/A2 level Biology enables students to study, in depth many topics covered in the GCSE syllabuses but includes more cell biology, biochemistry, genetics, physiology and ecology.

AS outline: 

The specification emphasises the way in which biologists work and the contributions of biology to society. There will be a natural link with work covered in the GCSE specification. Topics will include Biology and Disease and the Variety of Living Organisms.

A2 Modules:          

The specification deals with additional sections summarising biological principles and establishing context of How Science Works. Topics included Populations and the Environment and Control in Cells and in Organisms.
Both AS and A2 components of the specification will test Practical and Investigative Skills by means of an externally marked practical examination.
AS/A2 Biology is taught to groups of approximately 18 via group work and practical sessions.  Students are examined internally at various times during the two years and externally in Jan and June.


	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A level Biology leads naturally into higher education courses at university e.g. Biochemistry, Biomedical Science, Medicine, Dentistry, Ecology, Environmental Studies, Food technology, Genetics, Health related courses, Veterinary Sciences.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Experience has shown us that students do best if Biology is combined with Chemistry, Maths or Physics.  Other subject combinations are possible.

	
	








