	AS A Level

Business Studies
	
	11/12

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Business Studies is a very popular and well-established subject. As most of us work in some form of business organisation, it is without doubt one of the most important and relevant subjects to study.  Business Studies combines well with almost any other subject and it is held in high regard by universities and employers.

Basically, Business Studies is a combination of subjects which includes marketing, finance, economics, human resource management, business ethics, operations management, business strategy and law, to list a few. The Business Studies student learns about business behaviour but also how business organisations are affected by the environment in which they operate. 

Examples of issues studied include the following:

How does a business market its products in such a tough and competitive business world?

What factors determine whether a business succeeds or fails?

This year, Tesco announced an annual profit of £2.3billion! What makes a company so profitable?

How does a business organisation motivate its employees to get the best out of them? Is it through good pay or does it include a range of other techniques also?

What production techniques should a business organisation adopt? What has made Japanese companies so successful in this area?

What is the impact on a business when the Bank of England raises interest rates?

Why might one business try to maximise profits while another company adopts a strategy of sales maximisation? 

Companies like Body Shop claim to be ‘ethical’.  What does this mean? Should businesses involve themselves with ‘green’ concerns and moral issues?  Is, for example, testing on animals justifiable? 

Should the UK continue to use the pound or should it adopt the euro?  What would be the impact on business organisations?


	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  

Methods of Assessment:


	No previous Business Studies knowledge is required. You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSEs (A*-C) including English and it would be preferable also if you have Mathematics at grade C or above. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration

· Planning and Financing a business. This unit examines the main considerations that need to be taken into account when setting up a small business. 

· Managing a Business. The core theme of this unit is improving the effectiveness of existing business organizations.
· Strategies for success. This unit examines the setting of business objectives, measuring performance and devising strategy.
· The Business Environment and Change. The final unit draws all the units together and examines the relationship between businesses and the environment in which they operate.
The College teaches to the AQA syllabus. All four are assessed by examinations but part of the Module 4 examination is based upon prior research.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Universities regard A level Business Studies as a good A level in terms of entry to degree courses. Many of our A level Business students go on to study degrees in subjects such as Economics, Law, Accounting, Marketing, Leisure and Recreation, Politics and Business Studies itself.

Employers also view A level Business Studies favourably because of the way it develops certain study skills, such as problem-solving. Business Studies students find employment in a whole range of industries and professions.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The A level results at the College are consistently high and students achieve well above the national average pass rate. The standard of teaching is very high but students of Business Studies will be expected to work hard and also to pay attention to what is happening in the outside world. As a fast-evolving and dynamic subject, it is important that the Business Studies student keeps an eye on current affairs and business news in the media. 

Year two of the course will also include a residential industrial visit. In the past, this has included a three–night stay in venues such as Disneyland Paris.
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	Do you see yourself following a career in a business environment? Perhaps you have the potential to be one of Alan Sugar’s future “Apprentices”! The practical nature of the BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Business makes it the ideal course to set you off in the right direction. Over the 2 years of this full time vocational course you will study all of the major functions in business, through a real “hands-on” approach. Each operational area that you study is linked to a real business. In most cases, you will either visit this organisation, or you will benefit from a presentation by one of their managers. Some of the units will have a slightly different focus and be based around other practical activities The experience that you will gain will help you to understand business theories through seeing them at work in practical situations. This depth of understanding makes you very attractive to employers, and to admissions tutors at universities. 

Teachers of BTEC National Diploma in Business have all had experience of working in business, prior to teaching. Between them, the teaching staff have worked in a wide range of functions including marketing, finance, human resources, manufacturing and retail, to list but a few. Their first hand knowledge further helps you to gain an insight into the real world of business at work.  
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course & Methods of Assessment:


	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (to include English language; a C in Maths is also desirable) or a Diploma at level two in a related subject. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration. You must also demonstrate a genuine enthusiasm for and commitment to this area of study.

This is a triple award course, equivalent to 3 traditional A’ Levels. It is a programme of study ideally suited to students who prefer to be assessed through coursework, as there are no examinations in the BTEC National Diploma. 

In each of the two years you will complete 9 units. For each one you will be required to produce a piece of coursework. This might be either one extensive assignment, or alternatively, a series of smaller tasks, which together will meet the assessment criteria. 

Through the combination of units covered you will experience a wide range of business functions. You will be able to explore Business Activity (Unit 1) and Human Resources and People in Business (Units 4 & 16). You will be introduced to both traditional and Internet Marketing (Units 3 & 12), to Marketing Research (Unit 10) and to Business Resources (Unit 2). You will gain an understanding of Accounting (Unit 5), and International Business (Unit 40). You will also be involved in some of the wider aspects of the world of business, having the opportunity to explore the processes involved in Starting a Small Business (Unit 37); to explore Team Development (Unit 19) and Career Development Planning in Business (Unit 15). 

Each assignment will be graded individually at Pass, Merit or Distinction. On successful completion of the course your marks for all units will be aggregated and you will be awarded three grades, which could range from Pass / Pass / Pass to Distinction / Distinction / Distinction.

The course involves a variety of learning methods; group work, presentations, industrial visits, guest speakers from industry and interactive activities. In Year 2 you are likely to have the opportunity to take part in a visit to Paris to support the International Business unit.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	This course provides solid and varied business knowledge and is good preparation for a successful career. Students find themselves ideally prepared to enter a range of professions including financial services, sales and retailing, office administration, accounting, banking, etc. 

This course is also well regarded by universities and provides the necessary entry requirements for a wide range of higher education courses including HNDs and degrees.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BTEC National Diploma in Business, being a 3 A’ Level equivalent course with a demanding coursework schedule, is regarded as a complete programme of study in itself. In exceptional circumstances, however, it may be possible to combine this course with another AS Level subject

The department prides itself on its excellent BTEC results and has enjoyed 100% pass rates, with higher grade passes well in excess of the national averages, for a number of years. 
	
	


