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	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Would you like to work in a very rewarding job in science?  Would you like to see that the job you do makes a real difference to people’s lives?  Would you like a job that is demanding, varied and gives a real feeling of satisfaction when it’s done correctly? To achieve this in a scientific career you need to consider Chemistry at AS/A2 level.  Chemistry is a key subject choice for a wide range of career choices including Pharmacy, Forensic Science, Biosciences, Analytical Chemistry, Medicine, Dentistry etc.

This type of career requires an A level in Chemistry.  In most cases, Chemistry is linked with other scientific A levels such as Physics, Biology, Mathematics etc. to name but a few.  The choice of other A levels will depend on your prospective career choice.

The course will provide the essential qualification to equip students with a firm foundation for future scientific courses, careers and employment.

The AS units you will study in the first year will give you a sound knowledge of current chemistry.  This is built upon for deeper understanding in the second year, A2, leading to the overall A level qualification.

From this success you will be able to go to university to study Chemistry or a related subject in science at a higher level.
Alternatively you may wish to go into employment in any one of a number of areas, such as: Hospitals, Industry, Schools and Colleges, Teaching, Banking etc.


	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  


	You will need a minimum of 5 GCSE grade C or above passes at GCSE including at least a GCSE grade B in either Mathematics, Additional Science or Chemistry. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration
The approach to AS Chemistry is modular and achievement of at least a pass grade at AS level allows progression onto A2 Chemistry.  Where possible, throughout the AS and A2 course, you will carry out practical work and problem solving, integrated into the teaching programme.  

Both As and A2 components of the specification will test practical and investigative skills by means of an externally marked and practical assignment. The practical component is 20% of the A Level mark.
On the AS course, you will begin by looking at the structure of atoms in detail and at how they bond together. A firm foundation will be laid in analysis of amount of substance by means of practical work linked to theory and calculation. You will be introduced to the chemistry of carbon compounds (organic chemistry) and heat energy changes in reactions. Patterns in reactivity of elements are related to the periodic table. The A2 course takes these topics further and looks at the feasibility of reactions, the analysis of unknown substances by instrumentation and the reactions of inorganic compounds.
Many key skills are developed on this course, including numeracy, investigative, practical and communication.


	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A Level Chemistry is highly regarded by employers and Higher Educational Institutions.  Chemistry offers many career advantages and represents one of the best opportunities for future employment in such diverse fields as:

Medicine, Pharmacy, Dentistry, Forensic Science, Plastics, Paper, Paint, Cosmetics and Food.

	
	








