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	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Arguably one of the most important subjects of all given the credit crunch and global recession, economics helps you understand more about how we need to make the best possible use of the world’s scarce resources and how the government can try to make sure that we are all as well off as possible.  It’s a subject that will make you think and is well thought of by employers and universities.  Many people with a degree in economics move on to work in banking, insurance and the law or begin work as a professional economist, advising big companies about their chances of success in the future!  All of us come into contact with economics every day of our lives.

Economics has two major components: microeconomics and macroeconomics.  Microeconomics looks at decisions that affect the individual, such as how much they earn and how they choose to spend it.  Macroeconomics looks at what governments can do to help generate more money in the economy, to reduce the number of people unemployed and to encourage international trade.  Some of the following topics are covered:

· Should David Beckham be allowed to earn £120 000 per week whilst the poor in developing countries often live on less than $1 per day?

· Should Tesco be allowed to expand any further?

· Should Britain join the single currency, the Euro?

· Should the government raise the tax on petrol or on 4 wheel drives to help cut pollution and global warming?

· Why is China the fastest growing economy in the world and how will it affect me?

Results in A level economics are consistently excellent.  There has been a 100% pass rate at A level every year since 1997 and many students who take the subject go on and study it in some form at university, including Oxford and Cambridge.  The Course Leader, Mr Hindle, is an Assistant Examiner at A level and has given lectures on his style of teaching economics to the Economics and Business Education Association (EBEA) and to trainee teachers at Manchester University.  
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course & Methods of Assessment:


	No previous economics knowledge is expected but you will need to keep an eye on what’s happening in the world via the newspapers and online. You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (to include English language) and Grade C in Mathematics is also highly desirable. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration.
Although percentages is about as hard as it gets at A level, most university courses in the subject will expect you to have a high standard of mathematics. Taking AS mathematics would therefore be advisable if you are thinking of studying economics at university.

Units studied over the two years include:

· Markets and Market Failure

· The National Economy

The College teaches the AQA AS economics syllabus.  All of the exams are taken in the summer when you will have better developed your examination technique.  There is no coursework option. Each of the units are assessed by a written exam, where there are both multiple choice and data response answers, with essays at A Level.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Most employers see economics as a good general degree and recognise that it is a subject that makes you think and challenges your ideas.  “If all economists were laid end to end, they would still not reach a conclusion” (George Bernard Shaw).  It can lead to a variety of finance- based careers.  Past BSFC Economics students have gone on to work for the Financial Services Authority, to train in the legal profession, management consultancy, investment banking and journalism.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AS economics goes well with most subjects; many students combine it with politics, mathematics, business studies or the sciences.  It is seen as an ‘academic’ subject by the traditional Russell Group of leading universities.

Bolton Sixth Form College is one of the few places to offer top quality economics teaching and has a very strong pass rate.  You will benefit from a range of visits and guest speakers, including to The Guardian, Bank of England and House of Commons in London. Recent visitors to College have included Professor Robert Moore from Liverpool University and Sir Robert Atkins MEP. 
	
	








