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	Introduction

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	English Language is a fascinating course and is for you if you prefer analysis of language and some creative writing to reading books, plays and poems.  In this subject you will study how the language we use affects our lives; whether children learn to speak or can do so naturally; how to analyse the art of conversation; and how language is constantly changing.

This subject is clearly different to English Literature and could be the preferred option if you wish to study what is loosely called the ‘science of language’; for example, the study of lexical, semantic, grammatical, phonological frameworks, and stylistic analyses of different textual genres such as newspaper articles, adverts, recipes etc.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course and methods of Assessment:


	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (to include English language) and not less than a D in Maths. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration. 
  Unit 1   Using Language  (exam)

In this unit you will study how the words we use shape the world around us; you will consider the language that we use to label people according to gender, race and levels of ability and learn how the power of language can influence the way we think about minority groups. You will also learn how to analyse a variety of texts such as newspaper articles, charity leaflets and advertisement in terms of audience, purpose and form.

Unit 2  Coursework

Your coursework folder will consist of a linguistic investigation which studies how effectively different texts produce social values through the language that they use. You will also produce your own original writing aimed to create or challenge the representation of a social group, individual or institution. Popular coursework topics include: magazine articles, newspaper feature articles; advice leaflets and posters.


	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	English Language can be studied at degree level in a linguistics based course or combined with a range of other subjects as part of a degree. The A level develops the high level of communication skills required by employers and enables students to develop knowledge of language skills needed for life.


	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	English Language A level encourages students to develop their interest in and enjoyment of English through learning about its structures and functions, the way it has developed over time and how language varies from region to region and person to person.

You will study many areas of English, building on creative skills developed at GCSE. You’ll also start to think about English in a new way, studying the way we speak and write and indeed what our language reveals about us.

This subject can be combined with any other AS, including English Literature, Communication & Culture, Media Studies and Film Studies.


	
	








