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	Introduction

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Why study Environmental Science?  This is a subject that is interesting and examines the local and global issues in our environment today.  It examines a wide range of topics such as biodiversity and conservation, our atmospheric systems, elements of geology and the lithosphere, energy and pollution and a range of sustainability issues.  Studying Environmental Science will provide you with a range of transferrable skills such as:- the ability to collect and analyse information and draw relevant conclusions, evaluation technique, problem solving, independent research and group work to name but a few.  Our world as we know it continues to change at a rapid pace and as a result environmental problems continue to grow.  Looking for solutions to sustain future generations is key.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  

Methods of Assessment:


	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above to include English language and Science and not less than a D in Maths. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration.
The course studied is AQA.  There are four modules: two at Advanced supplementary level and two at Advanced level.  

AS Modules:

· Unit 1     The Living Environment – looking specifically at biodiversity and conservation on Earth.
· Unit 2    The Physical Environment – looking at physical resources including atmospheric gases, water and mineral nutrients and their exploitations by humans.  It covers basic elements of geology.
Advanced Modules:

· Unit 3     Energy resources and environmental pollution – looking at future problems of energy supply and how they may be resolved.
· Unit 4   Biological resources and sustainability – examining the factors controlling human population growth in consideration with demands placed on the planet’s resources and life support systems.
There is no coursework but the syllabus has a strong emphasis on fieldwork and practical work to allow you to have a real understanding of the key concepts and processes.  Each unit is examined in a separate unit test.  Unit 1 compromises of five short answer questions and one structured question and is worth 40% of the AS marks, this will be taken in January.  Unit 2 is comprised of eight short answer questions and one structured question using extended prose. This unit is worth 60% of the AS grade and will be taken in June.  Unit 3 is worth 50% of the A2 grade and 25% of the total A Level.  The paper is comprised of seven short answer questions and one essay from a choice of three.  Finally, unit 4 is also worth 50% of the A2 grade and 25% of the total A Level.  The unit comprises of five compulsory short answer questions, one data analysis question and one compulsory essay from a choice of three titles.  The AS units may be used either as a final qualification, studied over one year, or as the first half of the Advanced level qualification, studied over two years.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	There are now a wide range of career and job opportunities in this field from waste management to energy supply, recycling, water resource management, conservation, town planning and food science to name but a few.  The list is likely to increase as we meet the demands of a changing environment.  The subject can be studied further as a single subject or a combined subject at degree level.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Environmental Science is a good bridge between traditional sciences and arts and humanities subjects.  You do not need to study another science alongside this subject but this may be good option depending on your future career path.  Environmental Science would combine well with Geography, Biology, Chemistry, Business Studies, World Development, ICT and Graphic Design.

We incorporate a wide range of practical and fieldwork opportunities to support learning on the course.  These range from one day field visits and conferences to short residentials and an opportunity to undertake a residential experience abroad.








