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	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	This course will help you to manage your money successfully by helping you select the best savings, loans, insurance and mortgages for your lifestyle.  You will look at why money matters and examine whether we live in a cashless society.  Do we have enough money to fulfil our needs, wants and aspirations in life?  Financial risk is a large part of the decision making process and can affect for example the rate of interest given on loans to people.  You will adopt the role of financial advisor, analysing a person’s situation and suggesting financial products to suit their circumstances. The Certificate in Financial Studies (CeFS) has been designed to encourage you to be inspired to meet your lifestyle aspirations. This will is achieved by learning to understand and apply appropriate financial solution(s) from the wide range available within the evolving financial services marketplace.This course is designed to help you understand finances and the influences that they have on everyday life. Essential topics such as debt, loans, credit cards and budgeting are covered to give you the confidence to make and give advice on important financial decisions.

If you wish to learn how to make informed and confident decisions regarding your finances or if you are considering a career in the financial services industry then this course is for you. 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  

Methods of Assessment:


	No previous study of financial services or finance is required for the level 3 Certificate in Financial Studies (CeFS). You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (to include English language and Mathematics). In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration.

The course is divided into three units and will be completed in one year:

Unit One: 
Why Money Matters You will gain an appreciation of individual needs, wants and aspirations as you progress through your personal life cycles and the role that financial services can play in assisting in life planning. It highlights the importance of money and introduces you to the financial services industry

Unit Two: 
Risk and Reward This unit is designed to assist with those choices that have financial consequences to help you decide on realistic lifestyle aspirations. You will then apply your learning through case study scenarios.

Unit Three: 
Making Personal Financial Judgments Unit 3 builds upon Units 1 and 2. You will develop an understanding of the interaction between the internal environment, financial products on offer and the personal needs and wants. This will enable you to shop effectively and decide which specific products and services are suitable for an individual in a given situation. You will then use skills of analysis and evaluation to answer questions on a case study.

All units are assessed either by a paper based examination or via the ifs e-test™ electronic examination system. Your first and second modules are multiple choice and you need 50% in each to pass. The third exam is a 1 ½ hour written paper based on a case study.  There is no course work.

At the end of the course you will be awarded a level 3 qualification which is the equivalent to an AS Level, carries UCAS points and is recognised by Universities.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	You may decide to continue your studies at university or there is a wide range of careers within the financial services industry.  Careers can be in banking, insurance, mortgage consultancy, debt counselling, stock broking or as an independent financial advisor.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	This qualification will complement the BTEC National Diploma or can be taken with traditional A-Levels. However, this course should not be taken alongside AS level accounting as your course choice would be too narrow.

This course is provided by the ifs School of Finance, which is a registered charity, incorporated by Royal Charter and is an internationally recognised qualification. The ifs provides financial education to financial services professionals the world over. 

This is a dynamic and fast-evolving subject with an ever increasing role within the job market and economy. Ifs students are expected to work hard and be aware of news and developments within financial services markets.
	
	








