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	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	What is History?  History has created modern society and is important to our understanding of the world we live in. The past is important to a true understanding of the present.  Human history is very long and complex but wars, famine and disease recur with alarming regularity.  People mistakenly see History as something “fixed” when in fact the past is open to interpretation and History changes.  The winners re-write their nation's past and give it their own "spin".  Hitler burnt history books and Stalin dictated what history should be taught in the Soviet Union.  Ignorance of History prevents us from putting current world conflicts into their proper context and leaves us open to any plausible story, however fictional.  Study History and you will never be taken in by "spin" or become a victim of propaganda.  You will always demand, "Where is the evidence?  Prove what you claim is true."  

A' Level History will give you an overview of the past and enable you to see and understand the links between different historical events and periods, as well as looking at change and continuity over time. You will be taught to think critically, to develop analytical skills, to evaluate evidence, to look at the past from different viewpoints and to present your findings in a clear and systematic way.   History has a methodology that complements the way students are taught in other subjects and broadens a student's education.  It goes well with other subjects such as English, Philosophy, Politics, Economics, Law, Modern Languages and Religious Studies.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  

Methods  of Assessment:  


	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (to include English language) and not less than a D in Maths. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration. You do not need any previous knowledge of the periods we study.  However, if you have studied GCSE History at school, you must have achieved at least grade C. These qualifications are essential because A' Level History includes the analysis and interpretation of written sources and the writing of extended essays.  You should also enjoy reading books and doing research in libraries and on the Internet.

The College teaches the AQA History specification.  
AS Unit 1: Change & Consolidation

This unit helps students to develop a strong sense of historical perspective by understanding changes over a period of time.

AS Unit 2: Historical Issues: Periods of Change

This unit looks at the relationships between ideas, individuals and other factors that contribute to change over a two decade period.

A2 Unit 3: The State & the People: Change & Continuity

This unit looks at a period of about 50 years and the changes and continuity arising. The focus is on the relationship between the state and the people.

A2 Unit 4: Historical Enquiry: Coursework

This unit allows students to demonstrate how their skills and understanding have developed by producing a piece of coursework about changes over a 100 year period.

Options currently being taught include: Early Tudors 1483-1529; Triumph of Elizabeth I 1547 to 1603; A Sixties Revolution? Britain 1959 to 1975; Life in Nazi Germany 1933 to 1945; USA 1890 to 1945; the Black Civil Rights Movement in the USA 1866 to 2009.
The A2 Personal Study is very popular with History students, as it allows them to spend time studying a historical issue that they enjoy.

Unit I:  exam 1 ¼  hours
Unit 2: exam 1½ hours

Unit 3: exam 1½ hours
Unit 4: You will produce a piece of coursework showing your understanding of change over a period of 100 years. The coursework will be marked by your teacher and moderated by AQA.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Many History students read Law at university.  Others choose from a variety of History degrees. Also, History can be combined with other subjects at university, e.g. Politics & Modern History (PMH), Economics & Modern History (EMH) or International Relations. History is integral to Archaeology and Egyptology and forms a significant part of combined degrees such as African-, American-, Asian-, European-, Islamic-, Oriental- or Women's Studies, etc.   History teaches the investigative and analytical skills involved in presenting well-researched reports that bring together and evaluate large amounts of critically assessed data.  Consequently, due to their high-level skills of investigation, communication and presentation History graduates are highly employable in all sectors of the economy, especially industry, commerce and the professions.  Many go into Finance, the Law or the Civil Service.  Others obtain employment in the media (journalism, television, advertising, broadcasting); information technology; libraries, museums, leisure services, teaching or tourism.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	








