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	ICT is used everywhere in today’s world and people with ICT skills are very much in demand. A Level ICT combines practical skills with academic theory. Students study a wide range of relevant topics to meet the demands of a future working with the latest technology in a variety of settings. The skills that are developed over the length of the course will enable successful students to analyse current information systems and then to design and build improved systems to meet the changing needs of their organisation.

The teaching team on the A Level ICT are experienced and knowledgeable.  We are committed to developing students’ skills in order to achieve their highest potential. We work with our students to ensure that they enjoy their learning experiences, and, if necessary, provide them with additional help and guidance to ensure their success.

As well as traditional learning styles, the department uses a variety of electronic learning techniques, group work and individual tasks to enhance our students’ development.   Students develop skills in the use of application software such as database, spreadsheet, word processing and presentation software, as well as learning higher skills in the development of macros and embedded objects.  Web site design and testing is also a feature of the course, along with exploration of the legal and philosophical issues related to the use of ICT in the world today.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  

Methods of Assessment:

	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (to include English language) and not less than a D in Maths. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration.
The course is delivered by a variety of methods, e.g. 

· Slideshow presentations

· Interactive student topic work books 

· In-course tests
· Demonstrations
· Learning resources
· Handbooks to aid practical development

· Revision workshops, exam technique sessions and mock examinations

In both years of the course students study a coursework unit and a theory unit. The theory unit in the first year is called Information, Systems and Applications. Topics covered in the unit are:
· Data, Information, knowledge and processing

· Software and hardware components of an information system

· Characteristics of standard applications software and application areas

· Spreadsheet concepts

· Applications software used for presentation and communication of data

· The role and impact of ICT – legal, moral and social issues

This is assessed by a two hour examination.

The AS coursework, Structured ICT Tasks, will give students the opportunity to explore design, software development, testing and documentation.

In the second year, the theory unit is called ICT Systems, Applications and Implications. In this unit candidates gain an understanding of the systems cycle; designing computer-based information systems; network and communication; applications of ICT; implementing computer-based information systems and implications of ICT. Again, it is assessed through a two-hour examination.
The A2 coursework, a developmental ICT Project, it enables students to explore, define, investigate and analyse design; software development, testing and implementation, documentation and evaluation.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Students completing the course, progress onto a variety of Higher Education courses. Most universities now offer many degree courses that include ICT. Many degree courses include a project module in the final year of the course. Our students, with their skills and expertise, can design and build a relational database system, which will help them achieve excellent marks for their project module.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	This course will be complemented by the completion of other A Levels, and the skills learned in ICT are highly transferable.  
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	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Try to think of a job where computers aren’t used. Difficult, isn’t it?  People with high level skills in the use of computers have little difficulty finding jobs for themselves in any area.  Computers are used to analyse data, display information and even predict the future in some instances.  Studying ICT can enable you to develop your creativity as well as logic and analysis skills.

The Edexcel Level 3 National Extended Diploma in IT combines practical skills with academic theory.  You study units that enable you to understand how a business is organised and how it functions, as well as how ICT and computers are used to improve the organisation’s performance through research and development, examination of data and statistics and presentation of information.  You will learn how to use computers efficiently, and how to exploit the advanced facilities available in widely used software application packages.  Some of the work will enable you to experience Computer Aided Design (CAD) software, as well as web page design, multi-media, programming and graphical user interfaces (GUIs).

The teaching team on the Edexcel Level 3 National Extended Diploma in IT are experienced and knowledgeable.  We are committed to developing students’ skills in order to achieve their highest potential. We work with our students to ensure that they enjoy their learning experiences, and the majority of level 3 students progress onto degree courses in Higher Education, ranging from Business Information Systems through to Information Technology and Media studies.

As well as traditional learning styles, the department uses a variety of electronic learning techniques, group work and individual tasks to enhance our students’ development.   We often invite guest speakers from local industry to speak to students about the use of ICT in their organisations.  Male and female students alike enjoy high levels of success on the course and give positive feedback about their time with us at Bolton Sixth Form College.  We welcome committed and determined students to our team and look forward to further success with new students.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  

Methods of Assessment:
	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (to include English language) and not less than a D in Maths. Or a Diploma at level two in a related subject. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration. You must also demonstrate a genuine enthusiasm for and commitment to this area of study.

The course is made up of 18 units – each unit is assessed by coursework, and can achieve a pass, merit or distinction grade. Some of the subjects studied at Bolton Sixth Form College are:

Communication and Employability Skills for IT

Computer Systems

Information Systems 

Impact of the use of IT on Business Systems

Advanced Spreadsheet skills

Systems Analysis and Design
Event Driven Programming

Advanced Database Skills

Human Computer Interaction
Website production

IT Project

E-Commerce

Students develop a portfolio of eighteen assignments that are assessed by their teachers and then moderated by the Exam Board, Edexcel.  For further information you can visit the Edexcel website on www.edexcel.org.uk.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The Edexcel Level 3 National Extended Diploma in IT is equivalent to 3 A Levels, and successful completion of the course offers you the opportunity to study degrees in Business Information Systems, Games Programming, Web Design, Computing and Information Technology and Media, to name but a few.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional points to note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	This course may be complemented by the completion of an additional A Level if the grade profile permits. 
	
	


