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	Why study Politics? Simply because it affects everything you do! The ages you can marry, drink alcohol, join the armed forces, vote and drive, are determined by politicians. How loud you can play music, what drugs are classified as legal or illegal, how animals are transported and killed, the number of police officers patrolling town centres, how much you can legally drink and drive, whether or not you stand up or sit down at football matches in stadiums, stopping football hooligans from travelling abroad, which sports you can watch for free on tv, how much money is spent on road repairs, the setting of speed limits, how much tax you pay, what times pubs stay open until, the setting of safety standards for your boiler, the creation of bike lanes, what students study in school, keeping streets clean, setting hygiene standards for restaurants and takeaways, controlling the licensing of doormen and bouncers, should the monarchy be preserved etc, are all things politicians decide when they make laws. Politics is alive!! It means keeping up to date with current affairs, watching the news, documentaries, reading newspapers and having an interest in the world around you. Politics inevitably involves differences of opinion and trying to seek agreement in order to resolve those differences. Politics will get you thinking. 

The course includes a visit to the Houses of Parliament, No10 Downing Street and the BBC’s Political Unit.

The results are excellent. Over the last ten years only two students have failed at A level, the pass rate is usually 100%, and the overwhelming majority of these students gain higher grade passes.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the 
Course:  


	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (to include English language preferably at grade B) and not less than a D in Maths. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration. GCSE Politics is not required.

Year 1

Unit 1 – People Politics & Participation

Voting systems and voting behaviour – what makes people vote the way they do? Why do so many people not vote? What are the merits of various voting systems?

Parties and Pressure Groups – What do the Conservatives, Labour and Lib/Dem Parties stand for, what do they believe in? Why are more people deciding to join pressure groups such as Greenpeace and Fathers for Justice?

Unit 2 – Governing Modern Britain
Features of a Representative Democracy – We study the Prime Minister, the Cabinet, Parliament, Local Government, the Civil Service and the European Union.

Year 2

Unit 3 – Liberalism, Socialism, Conservatism, Fascism
Unit 4 – The Politics of the USA
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Many students find they’ve really enjoyed studying Politics and go on to study it further at University. In five of the last six years a Politics students has gone on to Oxbridge. The majority go on to good universities. A Politics qualification is exceedingly well thought of and is recognised by all universities. Politics is a general AS and A level and can lead to all kinds of possible careers including law, the media, banking, advertising, journalism, social work, teaching and  many other professions.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A level Politics is highly regarded by University law schools and combines well with a wide range of academic subjects including Economics, Sociology, English, and Modern Languages to name but a few.
	
	








