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	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Why study Psychology? Are you interested in people? Would you like to understand and explain why people think, feel and act as they do? Why are people so different? If so, then Psychology is for you!   Psychology is the scientific study of mind and behaviour. It attempts to explain a wide range of behaviours and it will most definitely get you thinking! Students who take Psychology need a combination of curiosity and scepticism.

The course aims to:

· Introduce you to a wide variety of topic areas

· Develop your skills of research and data analysis

Develop your knowledge and awareness of Psychological concepts and their practical application
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  

Method of Assessment:

	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (preferably to include English language and Maths). In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration You will not need to have any previous knowledge of Psychology in order to take this course

You will study the following topics:

AS Level 

· Key Approaches – You will examine theories in Psychology.  Who is Freud? What did he contribute to our understanding of human behaviour? How does your environment shape you? How do biological factors affect our behaviour?
· Research Methods – You will study how to collect data to support a theory, how to analyse results and present the findings. 

· Gender – Why do boys and girls behave differently? Why are males strong, aggressive and dominant and females passive, shy and caring? Is it due to chromosomes? Is it the way you are brought up?   

· Cognitive and Social Psychology (Memory and Social Influence) – Why do you remember some things and forget others? Why do you obey authority figures? What makes you conform to a group?
· Individual differences examining autism.
A2 Level

· Child Development 

· Contemporary Topics (Mood disorders and schizophrenia) – You will look at the characteristics of these mental disorders.  You will examine the possible causes and treatments. 
· Forensic Psychology – What is crime? Why do people engage in offending behaviour?

· Perspectives and Debates – Very similar to AS approaches but in more depth and you need to bring in topics that you have studied during the two year course.

· Methods – Again an extension of AS research methods but in more detail and you will learn about the types of statistical tests that can be conducted when analysing research.
In the first year you will sit two papers. Each lasts for 90 minutes and accounts for 50% of your marks for the year. The second year follows the same pattern but the exams are 2 hours.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Many students thoroughly enjoy studying Psychology and go on to study it further at University.  Some decide to study a Bachelor of Science Degree in Psychology where they are able to choose which areas they wish to study and can specialise in a particular field.  Psychology can lead to all kinds of careers such as, Occupational, Clinical, Educational or Criminal Psychologist.  The skills acquired in AS and A level Psychology also lend themselves to many other careers involving people.  Psychology is therefore relevant to people working in Market Research, Advertising, Personnel and Management Consultancy, Teaching, Social Work and Nursing amongst many others.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Psychology is an academic subject requiring good essay writing skills.  It complements a variety of other subjects including Sociology, Business, Physical Education and Religion, Ethics and Philosophy to name just a few.
	
	








