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	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are you puzzled or concerned by some of the things that happen in our society that you see, hear and read about in the media?  Do you have questions buzzing around in your head to which only superficial answers appear to be available?

Your questions might include:

· How important are skin colour and cultural difference in influencing our life chances?

· Is the traditional family of husband, wife and children breaking down (as many politicians would have us believe) and, if so, is this really affecting our moral values and crime rates?

· Has the gender focus shifted too far in favour of women and resulted in a disadvantage for men?

· What does where we live say about us as people?

· How influential is our postcode?

You may be interested in studying Sociology for a range of reasons.  Perhaps you want to understand the world around you better?  Or be more informed when joining in conversations about contemporary society and the changes that are occurring at a rapid pace?

Studying Sociology will provide you with a sound base to discuss some of these questions in an informed and analytical way.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course: 

Method of Assessment: 

	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (to include English language) and not less than a D in Maths. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration. It is not necessary to have any previous knowledge of Sociology in order to take this course, but a competent command of English is expected.

AS Level

Unit 1 

Families and Households – The rise of divorce, gender roles and equality in the home, changing family structures and childhood.
Unit 2 

Education – The history of education, the different roles of education in preparing children for life and differential achievement amongst social groups.
Sociological Methods – how sociologists research the world around them.
A2 Level

Unit 3

Beliefs in Society – Religion as a force for change, a means of social control or a way of creating conformity. New religious movements and sects/cults.
Unit 4

Sociological Theory & Methods – different sociological ideas on how society works plus a deeper look at the research methods studied in the AS year.
Crime and Deviance – Different methods of social control and policing, the role of the media in increasing crime, practical solutions to rising crime levels and offending/victimisation between social groups.
AS and A2 are examined by data response questions and essays. Course tutors adopt a student-centred approach to teaching, employing a variety of teaching styles and methods including research projects, presentations and group work.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	As well as offering you insights into the ways in which society works, an A level in Sociology will help you to develop an enquiring and critical mind, enabling you to evaluate the world around you.  You will be able to weigh up arguments and assess evidence and examine issues from a variety of different views.  As such, an A level in Sociology provides an excellent background for careers in law, journalism, the caring professions, teaching, and a range of management and business areas.  It will also provide pathways into the practical application of Sociology itself – social policy.  This is a rapidly expanding area in which sociologists play a key role in government initiatives in areas such as poverty, the inner cities, and crime prevention. 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sociology A Level complements a variety of other subjects including: History, English Literature, Communication Studies, Law, Politics, Economics, Business, Social Anthropology and Psychology.
	
	








