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	Introduction

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Development issues have gained considerable media attention in recent years. Poverty, debt, unfair trade, disease and climate change are some of the biggest issues facing the world in the 21st century and this course allows you to explore them all. The course explores the problems associated with economic growth and population pressures and how these have led to the depletion of the world's natural resources. Through evaluating evidence from a range of global case studies, you will consider whether the earth's resources can accommodate a fixed population capacity. You will also look at the ways in which poverty has been created within the more and the less developed world, examining specific social groups and their experiences of inequality, as well as considering the strategies employed to address these problems. You will study a range of issues such as Apartheid in South Africa, deprivation amongst teenage mothers in the UK and gender inequalities in Bangladesh. Explore the different types of aid and the effectiveness of each, considering the Trade not Aid debate and the views of those who believe aid to the less developed world should be reduced rather than increased.

You will evaluate the importance of values and attitudes in understanding different views about development and poverty, formulating your own informed opinions and judgments. In particular, you will examine the efforts made to reduce global poverty through initiatives such as Live 8 and the Drop the Debt Campaign. Similarly, there will be an investigation of the Millennium Development Goals and the progress made with them.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  

Methods of Assessment:


	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above to include English language and not less than a D in Maths. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration.

The course studied is WJEC (Welsh board). There are four modules; two at Advanced supplementary level and two at Advanced level.
AS Units:

· Unit 1 Introduction to World development issues – An examination of two key themes; Development, Resources and Global citizenship Poverty and Inequality.

· Unit 2 Portfolio analysis of world development issues – this involves you producing a portfolio of evidence consisting of four pieces of work, analysing a range of articles and completing an essay completed over the course of the year. This portfolio constitutes 30% of the overall AS mark. This is internally assessed and externally moderated.
Advanced Modules:

· Unit 3 Concepts and Processes of World development - this unit looks at a wide range of themes from economic development to the role of education, the role of government and how we can ensure sustainable development. There is a choice of topics to be studied

· Unit 4 Individual report – this is a 3000 word research topic of the students choice. It is internally marked and externally moderated.

· Unit 1 is a written paper worth 35% of the full A level qualification. Unit 2 is a portfolio of evidence submitted for external moderation and accounts for 15% of the full A level course.

· Unit 2 is an individual report on a researched topic which has clear aims, analysis conclusions and recommendations.

Written examinations will be in June of each year


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The course itself helps develop your understanding of a whole range of issues (such as sustainability) while developing research and analytical skills, all of which are highly desired by universities and employers. Many students go on to study International Development or Development Studies at university. For those students who decide to pursue the subject further, many graduates decide to stay in the area of development, working with aid organisations/groups both in the MEDW and LEDW. Others use the transferable skills gained from the course for careers in fields such as national/local government, teaching, social work and journalism. Graduates with development degrees are being employed by large multinationals to implement their corporate social responsibility policies

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	This is a very different and exciting A level with a lot of scope for individual learning. There will be an opportunity to attend one day conferences and field visits and the potential of a foreign residential visit. This subject will combine extremely well with Geography, Economics, Sociology, Business studies, English, Environmental science and ICT.








