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	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Would you like to work with babies and/or children in an early years, health or education setting? Would you rather do course work than sit exams? Would you like some practical experience in childcare settings to gain the necessary knowledge and skills to be an effective early years’ practitioner. Would you like to continue your studies to level 3?  If the answer is yes, then this could be just what you need.

This course aims to support the children’s care, learning and development (CCLD) sector and focus on:
· providing opportunities for learners to gain a nationally-recognised vocational qualification relevant to the CCLD sector 

· providing potential progression to higher-level vocational qualifications such as the Edexcel Level 3 BTEC Nationals in Early Years/Children’s Care, Learning and Development 

· providing opportunities for learners to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal qualities and attributes essential for successful performance in working life. 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  

Methods of Assessment:
	You will be expected to have at least three D grades (one of which should be in English Language) with the remaining subjects being typically not less than E grade, including Maths. In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration. You should be well motivated and have a genuine interest in the subject.  

In order to fulfil the requirements of the Diploma, you will need to complete a total of at least 300 work placement hours. These work placement hours will enable you to gain more experience and insight into the sector, and allow you to progress to employment in the sector, in a supervised role. Progression could also be to further study, such as the BTEC Nationals in Early Years/Children’s Care, Learning and Development or the Edexcel Level 2 or 3 NVQs in Children’s Care, Learning and Development. 

Units Include:
1. Understanding Children’s Development. Learners are introduced to some of the main methods of formal observation and will learn how to observe different aspects of children’s development. 
2. Communication with Children and Adults. Learners will be introduced to the preparation and maintenance of a safe, secure and hygienic environment, in which children can develop without danger to themselves or others. This includes gaining understanding of the relevant legislation and regulations. 
3. Preparing and Maintaining Environments for Child Care. Initially learners will gain understanding of the key features of interpersonal communication with respect to both verbal and non-verbal behaviour. They will be encouraged to improve their listening skills, and consider the causes of communication difficulties and how these might be overcome.

4. Supporting Children’s Play and Learning. The aim of this unit is to enable learners to gain knowledge, understanding and skills to develop professionally within their work experience placement and learn how to work as a member of team. Professional development for child care workers is an important element in the ongoing development of practice, through feedback and reflection. 

This course is 100% course work consisting of six assignments. Your course will use a wide range of assessment methods including, projects, assignments, case studies and coursework. You will have the opportunity to collect evidence throughout course via these methods to form a portfolio, which will be used to determine your final grade of pass, merit or distinction.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Progression onto level 3, NVQs, nursery assistant, care assistant, teaching assistant The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Children’s Care, Learning and Development provides learners who successfully pass all the requirements of the qualification with ‘assistant practitioner status’. This allows successful learners to undertake work in a supervised capacity within an early years’ environment (0 – 8 years).
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Points To Note
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	You will be required to complete a CRB (Criminal Record Bureau) check in line with national guidelines before you can commence work experience or a work placement.
	
	








