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	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	If you are interested in a career involving practical work or practical applications in a science based organisation, the BTEC National Diploma in Applied Science provides a thorough preparation and is equivalent to 3 ‘A’ levels.   
You will learn about science whilst carrying out practical activities and investigations and much of the assessment will be based on your work in the laboratory. If you prefer portfolio-based assessment of your scientific investigations rather than examinations, this course will appeal to you. You will become very skilled in carrying out accurate measurements in investigations and you will learn to evaluate the significance of your findings. Our laboratories are well equipped with the necessary equipment and instrumentation to prepare you for the type of work carried out in industrial, forensic and clinical situations but there would also be the opportunity to visit science based workplaces and see their procedures in use.
You will be introduced to the applications in the workplace of the scientific topics you are studying, particularly in the areas of medicine, chemical and pharmaceutical analysis, industrial production of high quality materials, food science and food preservation.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entry Requirements:  

Structure of the Course:  

Methods of Assessment:


	You will be expected to have a minimum of 5 GCSE C grades or above (to include English language, Maths and Science or Applied Science), or BTEC First Diploma in Science at Merit or above or BTEC First Certificate in Science at Merit or above with GCSE Maths and English grade C.    In all cases individual circumstances will be taken into consideration. You must also demonstrate a genuine enthusiasm for and commitment to this area of study.

In order to succeed on this course, you should have a strong interest in science.
The course consists of 18 units, studied over 2 years.

There are 6 core units which include scientific investigation, practical techniques, working in the science industry, and using mathematical tools in science.

Remaining units will involve making chemical substances, carrying out chemical and biochemical analysis, microbiology and the microscopic structure of cells, physiology and energy changes.   Analysis of data will allow you to develop numeracy skills and you will be able to plan in detail for experimental investigations.
All 18 units are assessed by means of a portfolio of evidence of the work you have undertaken in response to set assignments.   This will include assessment of your practical work as well as your written planning and evaluation.
The work will be graded by your teacher, internally moderated, and externally moderated by the exam board Edexcel.

Grades awarded are at pass, merit or distinction, and three grades are awarded in total to correspond to 3 ‘A’ levels.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Future Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	This course of study provides the knowledge, understanding and skills for anyone wishing to embark on a career in the science world, working in a wide range of areas such as the science industry, research, education or medical science.   
Most of our students will progress on to HND and Degree programmes.   This course provides a route into Higher Education to study applied science subjects as diverse as Biomedical sciences, Nutrition and Health, Microbiology, Orthoptics, Forensic science, Medicinal chemistry, to name a few examples of what is offered.

	
	








